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Characterization, The 6 Components 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Focus Character 

Action & Behavior Approach Problems

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud, & 
In What Tone of Voice What Other Characters Say - Feel 

Relationship�with�Others Physical Appearance

_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person. 
                                   (Character’s Name)                                                                                                (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays ____________________________,  ______________________________. 
                                                                        (Character’s Name)                                                 (positively, negatively)       

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis

_________________________ behaves this way because 
              (Character’s Name)

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

 Interpretations

 Inferring  
Motives  

& Intentions

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

The descriptors an author uses to 
develop a character. 

Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

What are the character’s contributions and effect? 
Are the effects positive or negative? 

Analyzing a 
Character’s 

Contribution to 
the Text. 

How might this character impact  
the text as it unfolds? 

This characterization pertains to what portion of the text? 

Remember

Understand
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Evaluate

Analyze
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Remember
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Remember

Remember

Educate 
Me

Intentional Characterization Questioning Within and Across  
State’s Standards and Bloom’s Taxonomy.  

Essential Strategies  
Characterization 

Characterization, Character Person 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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approach  
problems:

What Others Say and 
their Tone of Voice.   

Positive or Negative?

Approach Problems 
Positive or Negative?

Evaluating & Making Judgements

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis, Evaluation

Actions & Behaviors 
Positive or Negative?

Relationships With Others 
Positive or Negative?

Thoughts 
Positive or Negative? 

Mood - feelings: 

Motives:

__________________________________ is portrayed as a ___________________________________ character. 
                                    Character’s Name                                                                                     Character’s Traits

Spoken Words
Tone of Voice

Positive or Negative?

Positive or  
Negative?

Evaluating - Making Judgments 
Positive or Negative 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

&







Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand

Apply
Create

Analyze

Evaluate

Evaluate

Analyze
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Understand

Remember

Analyze

Create

Remember

Remember

Educate 
Me



Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Characterization Analysis 5  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 3, & 4 to Think Aloud ( I do. You do. We do)  how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Describe the character’s  relationship with others. 
                                         

The focus character has  ____________________________________________ relationships. 
                                                                                (positive, negative)                

When people have relationships like this, are characterized (called) as 

When I have relationships like this,  I am characterized (called) as 

Therefore,  ___________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ___________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Relationships like this,  causes 

Relationships like this,  are developed because 

Relationships like this,  create a feeling of  

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

Relationships - Treatment of Others

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand
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Characterization, Analysis 4  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 3, & 5 to Think Aloud ( I do.  You do.  We do) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

When I solve problems this way,  I am characterized (called) as 

Explain how the character  deals with difficult situations. 

The focus character approaches problems ____________________________________________ . 
                                                                                                     (positively, negatively)                

When people solve problems this way  they  are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  _____________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

____________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Solving problems this way causes 

People who Solves problems this way, do so because 

People who Solves problems this way, feel 

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

  Approach Problems

Text Example
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Evaluate 
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Characterization, Analysis 1 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 2, 3, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. You do.  We do.)how a character is portrayed.  
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Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

Character”s Name 

Identify a way  the character  behaves.  

When I behave this way, I am characterized (called) as

Therefore,  _______________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

People who  behave this way, do so because

This kind of  behavior causes

People who  behave this way, feel

Actions & Behaviors

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

This is _______________________________________________________________________ behavior. 
                                                                        (positive, negative) 

People who behave this way are characterized (called) as

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand

Apply
Create
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Evaluate

Evaluate
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Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Characterization Analysis 5  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 3, & 4 to Think Aloud ( I do. You do. We do)  how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Describe the character’s  relationship with others. 
                                         

The focus character has  ____________________________________________ relationships. 
                                                                                (positive, negative)                

When people have relationships like this, are characterized (called) as 

When I have relationships like this,  I am characterized (called) as 

Therefore,  ___________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ___________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Relationships like this,  causes 

Relationships like this,  are developed because 

Relationships like this,  create a feeling of  

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

Relationships - Treatment of Others

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand
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Evaluate
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Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
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Remember
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Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand

Apply
Create
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Evaluate
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Characterization, Analysis 1 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 2, 3, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. You do.  We do.)how a character is portrayed.  
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Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

Character”s Name 

Identify a way  the character  behaves.  

When I behave this way, I am characterized (called) as

Therefore,  _______________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

People who  behave this way, do so because

This kind of  behavior causes

People who  behave this way, feel

Actions & Behaviors

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

This is _______________________________________________________________________ behavior. 
                                                                        (positive, negative) 

People who behave this way are characterized (called) as

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
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Remember
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Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Analyze

Create

Remember

Remember

Educate 
Me







Characterization Analysis 5  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 3, & 4 to Think Aloud ( I do. You do. We do)  how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Describe the character’s  relationship with others. 
                                         

The focus character has  ____________________________________________ relationships. 
                                                                                (positive, negative)                

When people have relationships like this, are characterized (called) as 

When I have relationships like this,  I am characterized (called) as 

Therefore,  ___________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ___________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Relationships like this,  causes 

Relationships like this,  are developed because 

Relationships like this,  create a feeling of  

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

Relationships - Treatment of Others

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand
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Characterization, Analysis 2 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 3, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. You do. We do)  how a character is portrayed.   
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  other characters say about the character. 

The other characters speak _________________________ of _____________________________. 
                                                                           (positively, negatively)                                           (Character’s Name) 

People who are called these things are characterized, (called) as 

When these things are said about me, I am characterized (called) as 

As a result,  ____________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a __________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

People who  say these things, do so because

Saying these things about someone  causes

People who  say these things, feel

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What Other Characters Say (Reputation)

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
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Remember

Understand
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Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand
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Create
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Characterization, Analysis 3  
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer with 1, 2, 4, & 5 to Think Aloud (I do. We do. You do.) how a character is portrayed.  
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Character”s Name 

Identify what  the character says. 

When I say these things to myself or aloud I am characterized (called) as 

The focus character says ___________________________________________________________ things. 
                                                                           (positive, negative)                

People who  say these things to themselves or aloud are characterized (called) as  

Therefore,  ____________________________________________________________ is characterized as a 
                                                                        (Character’s Name) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ person. 
                                                                               (Character’s Trait) 

This is a ____________________________________________________________________________ characterization. 
                                                                               (positive, negative)

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud do so because 

Saying these things to oneself or aloud causes   

A person who says these things to themselves or aloud, feel 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud

Text Example

Self Connection 
Analysis 

Cause & Effect

Evaluate 
Make Judgments 

Analysis 
Cause & Effect

Emotions 
& Feelings

Motives  
& Intentions

How it Propels  
an Move the  

Plot Forward

Evaluate 
Make Judgments

Remember

Understand

Apply
Create
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