
©2025, Essential Strategies.  The Right to Bloom. 

Context Clues, Signal & Clue #12:  Connotations 
context clue, meaning, definition, called, refers to, explanation, description 

Analysis:  Types of Connotations that Reveal the Meaning of a Word 

Connotations are the abstract meaning,  positive and/or negative tone of a word.  Connotations include: 
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Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Knowledge

Actions & Behaviors:  Function, Purpose

Body Language: Facial Expressions 
Comparisons:  “like/as”

Descriptions:  Looks, Sounds, Smells, Tastes, Feels Like 
Charts - Diagrams - Illustrations - Drawings - Graphs  

Dialogue & Sounds 
Emotions, Feelings, Facial Expressions 

Events & Situations 
Figurative Language:  Comparisons:  “like/as”

( metaphors, similes, analogies, allusions, hyperboles)

Imagery: Visuals 
Location - Setting - Surrounding:  Where it is found 

Numbers - Measurements 
Objects 

People - Characterizations 
Punctuation 

Responses, Reactions, Results & Consequences, 
Synonyms & Antonyms 

What it is.  What it is made of.  

etc., that define the word, 
reveal the word’s significance to and impact on the text.  

Connotations are in 
fiction and nonfiction 

texts.   
The type of 

connotation tells how 
the author 

approaches and crafts 
the text.  

The author uses ______________________________________ to infer, define and develop the meaning of 
                                                                   (Type of Connotation) 

 ___________________________________________________________.    
(Word) 

Textual Evidence includes _________________________________________________.   

Based on the evidence,  ________________________ has (select one:  positive negative) connotations.  
                                                                  (Word)                                                                                              

I can conclude that __________________ means ________________________. 
                                                                       (Word).                                        (definition)

Analysis 
Explain How.  
Explain Why.
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Intentional Vocabulary Use & Acquisition Questioning Within and Across  
State’s Standards and Bloom’s Taxonomy.  

Essential Strategies  
Vocabulary Use & Acquisition 

Context Clues, Connotations: Primary Grades
lexicon, wordbook, word list, glossary, thesaurus, word stock, word reference, vocabulary 

Use this thought process map to expand the meaning of a word, with connotations.   
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      Positive 

Connotations are Actions & Behaviors, Events &  
Situations, Experiences, objects, emotions,  
descriptions, dialogue: responses & 

reactions, etc. that define a word.

(

Fo
cus

 W
ord

    

    Negative 

Connotations are Actions & Behaviors, Events & 
Situations, Experiences, objects, emotions, 
descriptions, dialogue: responses & 

reactions, etc. that define a word.

Definition

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis

The connotations create the following mood:  

The connotations create the following tone:  

Evaluation 
Judgment 

The connotations create the following mood:  

The connotations create the following tone:  

1



Intentional Acquisition:  The direct and conscious effort to learn and know words. 
Essential Strategeies:  Intentional Vocabulary Acquisition
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The word “explosive” means pop, 
burst, blow up, and erupt.   

Draw a square around the portion of 
the illustration that exemplifies 

“explosive”.  
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The word “exhilaration” means joy, 
delight, enthusiasm , and 

happiness.   
Draw a square around the portion of 

the illustration that exemplifies 
“exhilaration”.  
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The word “chaos” means disorder, 
not organized, and messy.   

Draw a square around the portion of 
the illustration that exemplifies 

“chaos”.  
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Being “frazzled” often leads to 
confusion and not sure what to 

do.  Look closely at Ada’s parents.  
Draw a square around the part of the 

parents that illustrates and 
exemplifies “frazzled”.  
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Draw a square around the part of the 
illustration that best exemplifies and 

defines “fear”.   

Draw a cirle around the textual 
evidence that infers “fear”. 
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Curious is defined as inquisitive, 
interested, eager to know, and 

questoning.    

Underline textual evidence that best 
exemplifies and defines “curious”.   

Stretch your understanding by 
drawing a circle around the 

illustrations that show and exemplify 
“curious”.  
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Let’s revist the word “chaos”.  The 
word “chaos” means disorder, not 

organized, and messy.   
Draw a square around the portions 

of the illustration that further 
develops the meaning of “chaos”.  

Remember

Understand

Apply
Create

Analyze

Evaluate

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Analyze

Create

Remember

Remember

Educate 
Me

11

© 2026 Essential Strategies -  Debra Evans



“wreaked havoc” means to create  
a sudden burst of good and/or 

bad activity.   
Draw a square around the part(s) of 
the illustration that best exemplifies 

and defines “wreaked havoc”.  
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“Stench” is defined as a strong 
and very unpleasant smell.  

List seven words and/or phrases 
from the text that relates to, define, 

and exemplify “stench”.


After that, circle the part of the 

illustration that demonstrates


“stench”. 
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Step 1 Observation.  Identifying a problem 


Step 2 Question.  Creating a clear, measurable "how, what, when, or why" question based on the observation.

Step 3 Hypothesis: Creating an “educated guess".

Step 4 Experimentation:  Testing in different ways to see if the hypothesis is right or wrong.

Step 5 Data Analysis: Recording and interpreting the results to identify patterns or significant differences.

Step 6 Conclusion: Determining if the results prove your hypothesis is right or wrong.

Step 7 Communication: Sharing findings

Closely read the Scientifc Method.  Use this information to answer questions on the next two pages.  
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Closely analyze the illusration 
enclosed in the blue square.  


Which Scientific Method step does 
the illustration demonstrate?
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Closely read the text.  Underline the 
sentence that explicitly states the 

hypothesis.  Remember
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Closely read the text.  Circle the 
portion of the illustration that 
exemplifies hypothesis two.  Remember
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“Reflection” is defined as 
contemplating, studying, 

questioning, and deeply thinking 
about.  Underline every sentence 

that demonstrates, exempllifies, and 
shows “reflection”

Remember

Understand

Apply
Create

Analyze

Evaluate

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Analyze

Create

Remember

Remember

Educate 
Me

© 2026 Essential Strategies -  Debra Evans



21

The illustration exemplifies the 
Scientific Method.  Label the 
illustration.  Determine which 

Scientific Method step aligns to 
each portion of the illustration.  
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“Reflection” is defined as 
contemplating, studying, 

questioning, and deeply thinking 
about.  Using information from the 
text and your own understanding 

explain how the wall is an example 
of “reflection”.  
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