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Characterization, The 6 Components 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Focus Character 

Action & Behavior Approach Problems

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud, & 
In What Tone of Voice What Other Characters Say - Feel 

Relationship�with�Others Physical Appearance

_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person. 
                                   (Character’s Name)                                                                                                (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays ____________________________,  ______________________________. 
                                                                        (Character’s Name)                                                 (positively, negatively)       

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis

_________________________ behaves this way because 
              (Character’s Name)

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

 Interpretations

 Inferring  
Motives  

& Intentions

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

The descriptors an author uses to 
develop a character. 

Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

What are the character’s contributions and effect? 
Are the effects positive or negative? 

Analyzing a 
Character’s 

Contribution to 
the Text. 

How might this character impact  
the text as it unfolds? 

This characterization pertains to what portion of the text? 
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Intentional Characterization Questioning Within and Across  
State’s Standards and Bloom’s Taxonomy.  

Essential Strategies  
Characterization 

Characterization, Character Person 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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approach  
problems:

What Others Say and 
their Tone of Voice.   

Positive or Negative?

Approach Problems 
Positive or Negative?

Evaluating & Making Judgements

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis, Evaluation

Actions & Behaviors 
Positive or Negative?

Relationships With Others 
Positive or Negative?

Thoughts 
Positive or Negative? 

Mood - feelings: 

Motives:

__________________________________ is portrayed as a ___________________________________ character. 
                                    Character’s Name                                                                                     Character’s Traits

Spoken Words
Tone of Voice

Positive or Negative?

Positive or  
Negative?

Evaluating - Making Judgments 
Positive or Negative 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

Use this…



Part A:  How does the  
character’s actions  lead to 

an action – behavior, 
event - situation? 

Part B.  Which detail 
from the (text) supports 

the answer to Part A?

Characterization, Cause & Effect:  Single Cause - Multiple Effects 

characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 
Use this organizer to explore how a character’s action and behavior can cause a series of significant single effects. 
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Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

Outcome

triggered

provoked

brought on

led to

Explicit or Implied

Explicit or Implied

Explicit or Implied

Explicit or Implied

Cause: The cause can be an action, 
behavior, situation, dialogue, mood, 

body language, etc? 

Character 

Identify a significant single 
cause, trigger, etc.

Effects:  Responding Action 
Types of Effects:  Are the effects 

responding  actions, behaviors, 
events, situations, or a mood?

The impact.  The contribution.

List the effects  in order 
over the course of  the text.

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

Characterization, Cause & Effect:  Single Cause - Multiple Effects 

characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 
Use this organizer to explore how a character’s action and behavior can cause a series of significant single effects. 
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Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

Outcome

triggered

provoked

brought on

led to

Explicit or Implied

Explicit or Implied

Explicit or Implied

Explicit or Implied

Cause: The cause can be an action, 
behavior, situation, dialogue, mood, 

body language, etc? 

Character 

Identify a significant single 
cause, trigger, etc.

Effects:  Responding Action 
Types of Effects:  Are the effects 

responding  actions, behaviors, 
events, situations, or a mood?

The impact.  The contribution.

List the effects  in order 
over the course of  the text.

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

Use these pages…  

to answer this…

Part A.  How does a 
character’s action  

affect what happens next 
in the story? 

Part B.  Choose two 
details from paragraph 28 
through 33 that supports 

the answer to Part A.

Characterization:  
Single Cause - 

Mulitiple Effects 

Characterization:  
Single Effect - 

Mulitiple Causes 

Characterization and its Relationship with Cause and Effect
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Characterization, The 6 Components 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Ask these questions to determine a character’s trait.   
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Focus Character 

Action & Behavior Approach Problems

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud 
Tone of Voice What Other Characters Say - Feel 

Physical Appearance

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis

_________________________ behaves this way because 
       (Character’s Name)

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

Trait:

 Interpretations

 Inferring  
Motives, 

 Intentions

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

What are the character’s contributions and effect? 
Are the effects positive or negative? 

Analyzing a 
Character’s 

Contribution to 
the Text. 

How might this character impact  
the text as it unfolds? 

This characterization pertains to what portion of the text? 

_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person. 
                                   (Character’s Name)                                                                                                (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays ____________________________,  ______________________________. 
                                                                        (Character’s Name)                                                 (positively, negatively)       

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

Relationship�with�Others

Trait:

Use these pages…  

to lay the foundation for …

Characterization:  
6 Components 

Analyzing the Development, Contribution, Impact of a Character Over the Course of the Text 

A Written – Open Response 
(Character 1) & (Character 2) both try to 
teach an important lesson to characters in 
the stories. 
Write an essay that explains how (Character 
1) & (Character 2) words and actions 
are important to the plots of the stories.  
Use what you learned about the characters  
to support your essay. 

Characterization, Actions & Behaviors 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Identify and ask these questions to analyze a character’s actions and behaviors. 
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Character 

Action & Behavior

Character Trait:

What effects does this type of character and his or her actions & behaviors have on others?   
Is this a positive or negative effect?      

What does this action & behavior provoke? 
How does it propel the plot forward? 

What happens next?

What do these actions & behaviors reveal about the character?

Action & Behavior

Character Trait:

What does this action & behavior provoke? 
How does it propel the plot forward? 

What happens next?

How does the character feel while acting and behaving this way?
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 Analyzing a 
character’s impact 

on the text.  

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 
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Characterizations
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__________________________________ is portrayed as a __________________________________ 
                      (Character’s Name)                                                                                                                    (Character’s Trait) 

person.  The author portrays ___________________________   ______________________________. 
                                                                               (Character’s Name)                                         (Positively, Negatively)       

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

Characterization:  
Actions & 
Behaviors 

Characterization, The Action’s & Behavior’s contribution 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Identify and ask these questions to determine a character’s contribution to the text. 
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Character 

Action & Behavior

Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis

Effect

Trait: 

 Propels, 
Provokes 
Advances 

Plot 
Develops - 
Moves the 

Plot Forward 
Triggers,  
Leads to  

Sequence:  
List in the 
order the 

effects 
occurred over 
the course of 

the text.  

Contribution 
What are the 

effects? 
What happens 

as a result?

Effect

Effect

Effect

How does the character feel while acting and behaving this way?

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 
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_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person. 
                              (Character’s Name)                                                                                          (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays ____________________________      ______________________________. 
                                                                       (Character’s Name)                                                 (positively, negatively)       

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

Characterization:  
Actions & 
Behaviors 

Contributions 
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Characterization 
Analyzing & Explaining the Development of a Character Over the Course of the Text 

characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 
Use this organizer to analyze and explain the development of a character over the course of the text. 
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Bloom’s Taxonomy:  Analysis 

Title, Author, Illustrator

Sentence,  
Paragraph 

Page #

Character - Characterization

Textual Evidence 
Which word and/or phrase from the 

sentence/paragraph represents, define, and 
best helps the reader understand wha kind 

of person the character is, how the character 
changes and develops over time?

Explanation via Connotations 
This is a/an (example - non example, an action - behavior, 

event - situation, dialogue, emotions, body language - facial 
expressions) that tells what kind of person the character is, 

how the character changes and develops over time. 

Analysis 
Explain the impact the character’s development  
has  on the text.  What mood/tone does the character create?  Are the actions and 
behaviors, events and situations surrounding the character good or bad.  Use the 
back, if necessary.  

Line by Line 
Sentence by Sentence 
is Analysis Over the 

Course of the Text
How the Author  

Develops the Meaning of 
the Word Over the Course 

of the Text

A Character can be a  
Race - Nation - Organization - Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

Complete the chart to show how a character 
is described up to paragraph 7.  Drag and 

drop the details into the chart.  

Analyzing the development 
of a character over the 

course of a single 
paragraph, multople 

paragraohs, and/or an 
entire text.  
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Analyzing the Development, Contribution, Impact of a Character Over the Course of the Text 

Use this pages…  

to directly impact this….
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Title, Author, Illustrator, Character 

Bloom’s Taxonomy::  Analysis

Event - Situation 

Describe the body 
language and facial 
expression exhibited  
during and after this  
event and situation.  

The character’s  body  
language and facial 
expression  leads  
the reader to  believe that  
the character feels? 

Explain how the character’s 
body language and facial  
expression move the plot forward.  
What do the character’s  reactions  
cause and lead to? 

How do other characters respond 
 to the character’s body language  
and facial expressions?   
What is their response and reactions? 

_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person.  
                                 (Character’s Name)                                                                                              (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays   _________________________     __________________________.   
                                             (Character’s Name)                                     (positively, negatively)       

Evaluating  
Making Judgments

What do the  
body language  
and facial  
expression infer  
and say about the  
character? 

Assign a  
character trait.   

Causes -  Provokes
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Analyzing a 
Character’s 

Contribution to 
the Text. 

Characterization, Body Language & Facial Expressions 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to infer a character’s trait based on his or her facial expression and body language.  

Inferring a Character’s Trait via

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

Part A.  Read the sentence from paragraph 15.           
Why does (character’s) exhibit (body language)? 

Part B.  Which detail from paragraph 15 best 
supports the answer to Part A?

Characterization:  
Identifying Bodly 
Language and  it’s  

Causes 

Use this…  

to foster the ability to do this…

Interpreting Body Languaage 


