
Remember

Understand

Apply
Create

Analyze

Evaluate

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Analyze

Create

Remember

Remember

Educate 
Me

Characterization 

Characterization, The 6 Components 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Focus Character 

Action & Behavior Approach Problems

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud, & 
In What Tone of Voice What Other Characters Say - Feel 

Relationship�with�Others Physical Appearance

_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person. 
                                   (Character’s Name)                                                                                                (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays ____________________________,  ______________________________. 
                                                                        (Character’s Name)                                                 (positively, negatively)       

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis

_________________________ behaves this way because 
              (Character’s Name)

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

 Interpretations

 Inferring  
Motives  

& Intentions

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

The descriptors an author uses to 
develop a character. 

Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

What are the character’s contributions and effect? 
Are the effects positive or negative? 

Analyzing a 
Character’s 

Contribution to 
the Text. 

How might this character impact  
the text as it unfolds? 

This characterization pertains to what portion of the text? 

Essential Strategies 
Characterization  

Intentional Increasingly Complex Characterization Questioning Within 
and Across State’s Standards  and Bloom’s Taxonomy.  

Characterization, Character Person 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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approach  
problems:

What Others Say and 
their Tone of Voice.   

Positive or Negative?

Approach Problems 
Positive or Negative?

Evaluating & Making Judgements

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis, Evaluation

Actions & Behaviors 
Positive or Negative?

Relationships With Others 
Positive or Negative?

Thoughts 
Positive or Negative? 

Mood - feelings: 

Motives:

__________________________________ is portrayed as a ___________________________________ character. 
                                    Character’s Name                                                                                     Character’s Traits

Spoken Words
Tone of Voice

Positive or Negative?

Positive or  
Negative?

Evaluating - Making Judgments 
Positive or Negative 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

Paired Text & Essential Strategies 
Marrying culturally relevant and culturally neutral text. 
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Analyzing paired texts is deeply grounded in the science of reading and  fosters the 
development of a 21st century global college and career ready graduate.   

Paired texts are two or more readings—such as articles, stories, or poems—linked by a 
common theme, topic, or literary element.  

Paired texts are designed to push students beyond simple recall and into higher-level 
analytical thinking.  

Paired passages asks readers to compare, contrast, and deepen their comprehension by 
incorporating questioning that require analysis across both texts. 

Analyzing paired text build critical thinking, improve reading stamina, and teach 
comparison skills. 

Stretch pairings by pairing fiction with poetry, historical documents with fictional 
stories, and/or pairing two informational articles with opposing viewpoints.   

These combinations teaches one how to move beyond surface-level comprehension 
toward complex synthesis and critical analysis, including comparing themes, main 

ideas, character actions, and text structures.  
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Paired Text 
Marrying culturally relevant and culturally neutral text.   
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First, read 
Julius, The Baby of the World.  
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Next, read 
I Got You.  
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Anthony showed me how to do things right. After a few tries, I could button up the 
nice white shirt that Momma would lay out for church. Then we tried on a bit of 

spray. As seen on TV. 'All you gotta do is spray it in the air and walk into the 
cloud,' Anthony told me."
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And nothing like riding with his friends too. You bet I was happy when Anthony said, 
'Hey, I'm going for a ride with Jazz and Bobby. Wanna come?' Soon we were blazing 
down the hill, all the way to Shorter Park and then down that deep hill on Roseberry 

Street. I went faster than I ever thought I could. I wanted to ride with Anthony and his 
friends every day. Forever.
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Then, synthesize and critically analyze within and across 
texts, including comparing themes, main ideas, character 

actions, and text structures, etc.
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True story.   
The first person that 
I remember seeing 
the very first time 
I opened my eyes 

was my big 
brother, Anthony.  
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60



Using information from Julius the Baby of the World and I Got You,  explain how the idea of  
“sibling bonds” is presented in each and across texts.  Write your response in the organizer below.  
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Use the information on page 60 to answer the following:  
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Tier One Questioning



After Julius is born, Lilly treats him ______________________________________________. 
                                                                                                   ( Characerization ) 

Lilly’s behavior toward Julius can be  chaacterized as ________________________________ 
                                                                                                                 ( Characerization ) 

because she _________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                       ( Analysis ) 

This a _____________________________ bond.  This is a ____________________________. 
                               ( Characerization )                                                                            ( Characerization ) 

relationship.   The author portrays Lilly’’s and Julius’  sibling bond ________________________. 
                                                                                                                        ( Positively  or Negatively )
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Use the information on page 60 to answer the following:  
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Making Tier One Questioning Accesible
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After Anthony’s brother is born, Anthony treats him ______________________________. 
                                                                                                                         ( Characerization ) 

Anthony’s behavior toward his brother can be  chaacterized as _______________________. 
                                                                                                                           ( Characerization ) 

because he _______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                          ( Analysis ) 

This a _______________________________ bond.  This is a __________________________ 
                                ( Characerization )                                                                                    Characerization ) 

relationship.   The author portrays Anthony’s and his brother’s  sibling bond ________________. 
                                                                                                                              ( Positively  or Negatively )

Making Tier One Questioning Accesible

Use the information on page 60 to answer the following:  



64

In the Black community, particularly within African American Vernacular English (AAVE), the 
phrase "I got you" (often pronounced "I gotchu") is a phrase of endearment and a powerful 
expression of solidarity, reliability, and communal support.  

Depending on the context, it carries several distinct meanings:  
1. Unwavering Support: It functions as a shortened version of "I've got your back". It signals a 

commitment to stand by someone and protect them, whether emotionally or physically, during 
difficult times. 

2. Handling a Situation: It indicates that the speaker is taking responsibility for a task or problem 
on your behalf. For example, if someone is short on cash, saying "I got you" means "I will pay 
for you”. 

3. Deep Understanding: It confirms that the speaker fully hears and comprehends what you are 
saying. In this sense, it serves as a form of "active listening" that validates the other person's 
perspective. 

4. Social Endearment: When paired with terms like "fam," it reinforces a sense of shared culture 
and belonging, signaling that the listener is viewed as family or a close ally.  

The phrase embodies a cultural value of collectivism and community bonding, where looking out 
for one another is a foundational expectation.  

“I Got You”.  
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Use the information on this page to help you answer pages 66, 67, and 68.  
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Closely read the paired text to help you answer pages 66, 67, and 68.  
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66

Closely read the paired text.  
Use the information on page 64, 65, and this page to identify examples and nonexamples of  
“I got you”.  After each example or nonexample explain how and why it does or not show “I got you”.  
Write your response in the organizer below.   
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The phrase “I got you” means  
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Making Tier One Questioning Accesible

Lilly _________________________________________________________________________ “I got you” by 
                                                                    ( demonstrates or does not demonstrate )      

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                ( textual evidence )    
                  
This evidence _____________________ show  “I got you” because ___________________________________ 
                                           (does or does not) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(analysis) 

Lilly can be characterized as _________________________________________________________________.   
                                                                                                                                                                               ( characterization )    

The author portrays  Lilly  __________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                     ( characerization )    

This is a _________________________________________________________________________ portrayal.   
                                                                                                                            ( positive or negative )   



The phrase “I got you” means  
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Making Tier One Questioning Accesible

Anthony  ______________________________________________________________________ “I got you” by 
                                                                    ( demonstrates or does not demonstrate )      

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                ( textual evidence )    
                  
This evidence _____________________ show  “I got you” because ___________________________________ 
                                           (does or does not) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(analysis) 

Anthony can be characterized as ______________________________________________________________.   
                                                                                                                                                                               ( characterization )    

The author portrays  Anthony  ______________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                     ( characerization )    

This is a _________________________________________________________________________ portrayal.   
                                                                                                                            ( positive or negative )   
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Closely analyze the text and illustrations on pages 71 and 72.  
Using information from the text, illustrations and your understanding characterize the relationships 
within and across each text.  Include how the  characters’ actions and behaviors contribute to how 

the relationship is portrayed.  

Tier One Questioning
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Tier One Questioning

Closely read the text to the left.   
Explain how the author develops Lilly’s 

parents  over the course of the text.
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Closely read the text to the left.   
Explain how the author develops Anthony’s parents  

over the course of the text.
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Tier One Questioning
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Revisit page 74.   

Lilly’s parents treat Julius ____________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                               (Characterization) 

Lilly’s parents actions and behaviors show ________________________________________, 
                                                                                                                                                                             (Characterization) 

Lilly’s parents show _____________________________________________________  by  
                                                                                                                                (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                    (Connotations) 

Lilly’s parents can be characterized as  ____________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                (Characterization) 

The author portrays  Lilly’s parents ______________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                  (Positively or Negatively) 

© Essential Strategies 2026

Making Tier One Questioning Accessible
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Revist page 75.   

Anthony’s parents treat him and his brother ____________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                              (Characterization) 

Anthony’s parents actions and behaviors show ________________________________________, 
                                                                                                                                                                             (Characterization) 

Anthony’s mom and dad show _____________________________________________________  by  
                                                                                                                                (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                    (Connotations) 

Anthony’s  parents can be characterized as  ____________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                (Characterization) 

The author portrays Anthony’s  parents ______________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                  (Positively or Negatively) 
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Making Tier One Questioning Accessible
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Closely read the text to the left.   
Explain how the author develops Lilly 

over the course of the text.
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Tier One Questioning
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Revist the text on page 78.   

Over the course of the text, Lilly can be characterized as ____________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                              (Characterization) 

On the first page,  Lilly demonstrates  ________________________________________ by 
                                                                                                                                                          (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

On the second and third pages Lilly shows she is__________________________________ by 
                                                                                                 (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                 

On the fourth page Lilly exemplifies   ___________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                (Characterization) 

_________________________________________________________________________. 

The author portrays Lilly    ______________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                  (Positively or Negatively) 
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Making Tier One Questioning Accessible
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Closely read the text to the left.   
Explain how the author develop Anthony over 

the course of the text.
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Tier One Questioning
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81

Revist the text on page 80.   

Over the course of the text, Anthony can be characterized as ____________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                              (Characterization) 

On the first page,  Anthony demonstrates  ________________________________________ by 
                                                                                                                                                          (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

On the second page Anthony shows he is__________________________________ by 
                                                                                                 (Characterization) 

___________________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                 

On the third and fourth pages Anthony exemplifies   ___________________________________ by 
                                                                                                                                                                (Characterization) 

_________________________________________________________________________. 

The author portrays Anthony    ______________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                  (Positively or Negatively) 

© Essential Strategies 2026 Making Tier One Questioning Accessible
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82



Revisit  the text on page 82.   
How does Lilly finally demonstrate “I got you”?   Select three sentences that exemplify “I got you”.   

Write the textual evidence in the order it is written within the text.  
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Revist the text on 82.   

The phrase “I got you”  means ______________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                                           

As the text begins to conclude Lilly changes and  demonstrates “I got you” by   first, __________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Then Lilly ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

After that, she___________________________________________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                 

At this point in the text Lilly can be characterized as    ______________________________________because 
                                                                                                                                                                           (Characterization) 

_________________________________________________________________________. 

The author portrays Lilly’s character change   ______________________________________________. 
                                                                                                                                                  (Positively or Negatively) 
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Making Tier One Questioning Accessible
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Characterization 

Characterization, The 6 Components 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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Title, Author, Illustrator, & Focus Character 

Action & Behavior Approach Problems

What the Focus Character Says to Self or Aloud, & 
In What Tone of Voice What Other Characters Say - Feel 

Relationship�with�Others Physical Appearance

_______________________________ is portrayed as a _____________________________ person. 
                                   (Character’s Name)                                                                                                (Character’s Trait) 

The author portrays ____________________________,  ______________________________. 
                                                                        (Character’s Name)                                                 (positively, negatively)       

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis

_________________________ behaves this way because 
              (Character’s Name)

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

Trait: Trait:

 Interpretations

 Inferring  
Motives  

& Intentions

 Evaluating  
Making  

Judgments

The descriptors an author uses to 
develop a character. 

Analysis 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction, etc. 

What are the character’s contributions and effect? 
Are the effects positive or negative? 

Analyzing a 
Character’s 

Contribution to 
the Text. 

How might this character impact  
the text as it unfolds? 

This characterization pertains to what portion of the text? 

Essential Strategies 
Characterization  

Intentional Increasingly Complex Characterization Questioning Within 
and Across State’s Standards  and Bloom’s Taxonomy.  

Characterization, Character Person 
characterization, trait, description, is, behaves, inner values, inner beliefs, qualities, personality, attribute, manner 

Use this organizer to determine a character’s trait.   
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approach  
problems:

What Others Say and 
their Tone of Voice.   

Positive or Negative?

Approach Problems 
Positive or Negative?

Evaluating & Making Judgements

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Analysis, Evaluation

Actions & Behaviors 
Positive or Negative?

Relationships With Others 
Positive or Negative?

Thoughts 
Positive or Negative? 

Mood - feelings: 

Motives:

__________________________________ is portrayed as a ___________________________________ character. 
                                    Character’s Name                                                                                     Character’s Traits

Spoken Words
Tone of Voice

Positive or Negative?

Positive or  
Negative?

Evaluating - Making Judgments 
Positive or Negative 

A Character can be a  
Race, Nation, Organization, Chemical 

Fiction - NonFiction. 

Paired Text & Essential Strategies
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